90     MARIA   THERESA    OF    AUSTRIA

brave soldiers whom I have the honour to command.
Adieu/'

The Marquis de Beauveau understood Frederick's
exaltation. He wrote to Cardinal Fleury that " the
King of Prussia's conduct was more like a romance than
like history, but the romance may produce fatal results."

As a whole, statesmen in.Europe were less tolerant
of Frederick. No one, of course, minded a ruthless
invasion of another country. But Frederick had not
presented to the world any clever excuse proving that
he was justified in invading Silesia. Even Podewils
wished that some external pretext would arise to justify
this advance. Frederick's brazen frankness made the
other rulers and statesmen of Europe feel distinctly
uncomfortable. They felt that he should have been
clever enough to find some good excuse; he should
have searched in his family archives for some treaty
behind which he could have hidden, thus concealing
his intention of crude conquest. His manners had been
bad, and he was therefore frowned upon by his elder
colleagues on the thrones of Europe.

Their disapproval of her enemy did not make the
situation easier for Maria Theresa. Life had become
extremely serious, and it was made more difficult for
her because her next child was expected in two months'
time. Later, when she had learned that it was to be
her destiny to be pregnant whenever she faced a crisis,
she took this condition more calmly. Now, as a con-
temporary expressed it, she was a " Princess with a
crown of thorns." She herself did not dramatise the
situation, but she began to think. She was no longer
so sure about the omnipotence of the Good.